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Abstract

Even though reading comprehension provides significant educational implications at present, it is
seen that there is a decreasing trend in the general reading level of younger generation. The study
aimed to examine the Reading comprehension in relation to academic achievement in English
among students at higher secondary levels. The investigator adopted survey method to study the
reading comprehension in relation to academic achievement in English among students at higher
secondary levels. For this study a sample of 300 higher secondary students from five Govt and
Private schools which are situated in and around Coimbatore district in Tamil Nadu were
selected by the investigator using simple random sampling technique. The findings reveal that
there is a significant relationship between reading comprehension and academic achievement in
English among selected students at higher secondary levels.
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1. Introduction

Reading is one of the four necessary important language skills for those learning English as a
second or foreign language (ESL/EFL), for academic success, and for professional development.
The ability to comprehend expository texts which make up the bulk of their foreign language
reading materials is, therefore, very important for all of them. In reading a text, students meet
with many problems obstructing their reading comprehension. For example, the problems related
to background knowledge, cultural knowledge, and knowledge of text type. Background
knowledge is the students’ prior knowledge or knowledge of the world. If a reader lacks prior
knowledge in reading a text, he cannot follow and understand it because he does not know what
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the text is about. A reader uses background knowledge to integrate new information from a text
into his prior information. In addition, cultural differences affect reading comprehension. An
unfamiliar cultural context and distinguishing between content knowledge of culture and
knowledge of vocabulary cause problems in reading, because the reader does not clearly
understand the other culture. In addition, an inadequate knowledge of text type is a problem in
reading texts. The text type such as newspaper articles, fairy tales, and business letters, if the
reader does not know what kind of the text, he cannot follow and understand what the text is
about. A reader can understand a text if he is familiar with the text type.

2. Design of the Study

The investigators adopted the survey method to study the reading comprehension in relation to
academic achievement in English among higher secondary students. For this study a sample of
300 higher secondary students from five Govt and Private schools which are situated in and
around Coimbatore district in Tamil Nadu were selected by the investigator using simple random
sampling technique. Tool on reading comprehension and academic achievement in English
among higher secondary students were developed by investigator.

HYPOTHESIS: 1
There is no significant mean score difference in reading comprehension and academic
achievement in English based on sex (Male & Female) of selected higher secondary students.

Table 1: Means score difference and t-test of reading comprehension and academic achievement
in English based on sex (Male & Female) of selected higher secondary students.

t- p- Res
>NO SUBJECT GENDER | N Mean | 5.0 df value | value | ult
1. READING MALE 158 | 33.94 | 6.970

EOMPREHENSO FEMALE 142 | 33.08 | 7.549 300 | 1.025 | 0.97 N.S
2. ACADEMIC MALE 157 | 60.04 | 13.797
ACHIEVEMENT | FEMALE | 142 300 | -136 |0.06 |N.S
TOTAL 300 60.29 | 18.034

The Table 1 shows that mean score difference in reading comprehension in relation to academic
achievement in English based on sex of selected higher secondary students. The calculated t-
value is statistically not significant at 0.05 levels and hence, the hypothesis 1 is rejected. It can be
concluded that there is no significant difference in reading comprehension in relation to
academic achievement in English based on sex of selected higher secondary students.
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Chart 1: Mean Score Difference between Reading Comprehension and Academic Achievement
in English Based on Gender

HYPOTHESIS: 2
There is no significant mean score difference in reading comprehension in relation to academic
achievement in English based on medium (Tamil& English) of selected higher secondary
students.

Table 2: Means score difference and t-test of reading comprehension and academic achievement

in English based on medium (Tamil& English) of selected higher secondary students.

t- p- Res
S.NO SUBJECT MEDIUM | N Mean | S.D df value | value | ult
1. READING TAMIL 215 | 33.46 | 7.343
(l\SIOMPREHENSO ENGLISH 85 | 33.72 | 7.050 300 | -.281 |.822 |N.S
2. ACADEMIC TAMIL 215 | 60.07 | 16.458
ACHIEVEMENT | ENGLISH | 84 300 | -.152 |.610 |N.S
TOTAL 300 60.38 | 14.558

The Table 2 shows that mean score difference in reading comprehension in relation to academic
achievement in English based on medium (Tamil& English) of selected higher secondary
students. The calculated t-value is statistically not significant at 0.05 levels and hence, the
hypothesis 2 is rejected. It can be concluded that there is no significant difference in reading
comprehension in relation to academic achievement in English based on medium (Tamil&
English) of selected higher secondary students.
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Chart 1: Mean Score Difference between Reading Comprehension and Academic Achievement
in English Based on Medium

HYPOTHESIS: 3
There is no significant relationship between reading comprehension and academic achievement
in English among the selected higher secondary students.

Table 3: Relationship between reading comprehension and academic achievement in English
among the selected higher secondary students

Variables N ‘r’ value | ‘p’ Value | Result
Reading

comprehension | 300

Academic .000 S.
achievement in | 300

English

Table 3 exhibits the Pearson Correlation Coefficient value (0.00) which is significant at 0.0 1
level. Hence the Hypothesis 3 is rejected and it is inferred that there is a significant relationship
between reading comprehension and academic achievement in English among the selected
higher secondary students.

3. Conclusion

The findings reveal that there is no significant difference in reading comprehension in relation to
academic achievement in English based on sex (Male & Female) of selected higher secondary
students. And There is no significant difference in reading comprehension in relation to
academic achievement in English based on medium (Tamil & English) of selected higher
secondary students. Also it is found that there is a significant relationship between reading
comprehension and academic achievement in English among the selected higher secondary
students.
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