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Abstract

Environmental awareness is to understand the fragility of our environment and the importance of
its protection. Promoting environmental awareness is an easy way to become an environmental
steward and participate in creating a brighter future for our children. The study aimed to examine
the environmental awareness among secondary school students. The investigator adopted survey
method to study the environmental awareness among secondary school students. For this study a
sample of 300 secondary students from six Govt and Private schools which are situated in and
around Coimbatore district in Tamil Nadu were selected by the investigator using simple random
sampling technique. The findings reveal that there is no significant environmental awareness
among secondary school students.
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1. Introduction

Environmental Education involves the process of recognizing values and clarifying concepts in
order to develop skills and attitudes necessary to understand and appreciate the interrelatedness
among man, his culture and his bio physical surrounding (UNEP, 2012). It is in this light that
students understanding and level of awareness on various environmental concepts and problems
IS important.

Environmental awareness is defined as the sum total of responses that people make to various
thematic aspects of the construct environmental education. In simple terms it means knowledge
and understanding of facts and concepts related to environment and consequences of various
environmental problems like pollution, population explosion, deforestation, ecological
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disruption, energy crises etc. Environment has become the concern of all academicians,
intellectuals, scientists, policy makers and government across the continents. Widespread and
systematic concern for environmental issues has grown world over. The U.N. World conference
on the environment in Stockholm in 1972, the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the
Global Forum 1992 and the activities organized by the international NGO forum, show that
environment is in the agenda of International Community (Toili, 2007).

Following this detrimental effects resulting from environmental degradation, it has become more
important to find a preventive way slow down the effects and eventually sustainably mitigating
long-term environmental damage. One of the best ways of preservation is by creating
environmental awareness among society especially students as they are future leaders, future
custodians, planners, policy makers, and educators of the environment and its issues (Jackson,
2005).

Awareness of environmental issues has grown tremendously over the last decade as modern
science and a more globally conscious population continues to enlighten to the connection
between a healthy planet and livelihoods of people everywhere. For decades, that connection has
arguably been undermined by population growth, urbanization and land area loss, creating a
potential divide between people and the natural environment. Through contact with and learning
about natural areas we can begin to mend this disconnection and restore our balance with nature.
Environmental education (EE) has the potential to facilitate awareness that leads to this
connection. Exposure to nature, either through structured EE programs or unstructured play, has
many benefits (Woodgate, 2012).

Environmental awareness is the ultimate driving force that stimulates knowledge on
environmental matters. The acknowledgement that an environmental problem exists entails being
more cognizant of the facts about the state of the environment. The power behind the awareness
can be categorized into three i.e. basic beliefs of an environmental problem, factual and scientific
knowledge, and a commitment to solve environmental problems (Hansmann, 2009).

Shobeiri (2005) states that, solving existing environmental crisis requires environmental
awareness and its proper understanding which should be deeply rooted in the education system at
all levels of school education. The existing curricula at primary, secondary and college levels
provide a lot of opportunities to make the students aware of environment. Awareness will make
students more knowledgeable on environmental matters thus a possibility of shaping their
attitudes and behaviors. Responsible environmental behavior is the ultimate goal of
environmental education which is a key foundation to sustainable development (Yurtta and
Sullun, 2010).

2. Research Design

The investigator adopted survey method to study the environmental awareness among secondary
school students. For this study a sample of 300 secondary school students from six Govt and
Private schools which are situated in and around Coimbatore district in Tamil Nadu were
selected by the investigator using simple random sampling technique.
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HYPOTHESIS 1:
There will be a difference in the level of environmental awareness among secondary students

Table 1: Frequency and percentage difference in the level of environmental awareness among

secondary students.
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS
Low Moderate High

QL |F % |Q2 |F % |Q3 |F %
183 |78 | 26% | 197 | 145 |48% |206 |77 | 26%

Table 1 exhibits the result of Environmental awareness among secondary students According to
the table totally 26% of the secondary students belong to low level of environmental awareness,
48% of the secondary students belong to moderate level of environmental awareness , 26% of the
secondary students belong to high level of environmental awareness. So the hypothesis No: 1 is
accepted. Thus it is inferred that there is a difference in the level of environmental awareness
among secondary students.

HYPOTHESIS 2:

There is no significant mean score difference in environmental awareness among secondary
school student between the groups based on type of school.

Table 2: Means score difference and t-test of environmental awareness among secondary school
student between the groups based on type of school.

TYPE OF
S.NO SCHOOL N Mean | S.D df t-value | p-value | Result
GOVT 76 | 184.57 | 18.006
PRIVATE 294
198.67 | 13.047 300 | 7.347 .000 S
TOTAL 300

The Table 2 shows that mean score difference in environmental awareness among secondary
school student between the groups based on type of school. The calculated t-value is
statistically significant at 0.05 levels and hence, the hypothesis 2 is rejected. It can be concluded
that there is a significant difference in environmental awareness among secondary school
student between the groups based on type of school.
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Mean Score Difference in Environmental Awareness Based on Type of School

500
400 198.67
300
200 184.57
224 220
100 76 ‘
0
GOVT PRIVATE TOTAL
TYPE OF SCHOOL

HYPOTHESIS 3:

There is no significant mean score difference in environmental awareness among secondary
school student between the groups based on eco club.

Table 3: Means score difference and t-test of environmental awareness among secondary school
student between the groups based on eco club.

S.NO | ECOCLUB |N Mean |S.D df t-value | p-value | Result

1. YES 224 | 198.67 | 13.047

NO
2. 76 184.57 | 18.006 300 | 7.300 .000 S
3. TOTAL 300

The Table 3 shows that mean score difference in environmental awareness among secondary
school student between the groups based on eco club. The calculated t-value is statistically
significant at 0.05 levels and hence, the hypothesis 3 is rejected. It can be concluded that there is
a significant difference in environmental awareness among secondary school student between
the groups based on eco club.

Mean Score Difference in Environmental Awareness Based on Eco Club

500
400 198.6%
300
200 184.57
224 300
100 76 ‘
0
YES NO TOTAL ‘
ECO CLUB ‘
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3. Conclusion

The findings reveal that totally 26% of the secondary students belong to low level of
environmental awareness, 48% of the secondary students belong to moderate level of
environmental awareness, and 26.6% of the secondary students belong to high level of
environmental awareness. Also it is found that there is no significant impact of environmental
awareness among secondary school students. But type of school and eco club has significant
impact of environmental awareness among secondary school students. Finally the present study
of environmental awareness among secondary school students has moderate level of awareness.
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