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Abstract

Social media has transformed and impacted on communication, learning, research and education
in general. The study aimed to examine the impact of social media on scholastic achievement
among higher secondary students The investigator adopted survey method to study the impact of
social media on scholastic achievement among higher secondary students. For this study a
sample of 300 higher secondary students from five Govt and Private schools which are situated
in and around Udumalpet town of Tirupur district in Tamil Nadu were selected by the
investigator using simple random sampling technique. The findings reveal that there is no
significant impact of social media on scholastic achievement among selected higher secondary
students.
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1. Introduction

The Internet revolution changed the information world with regard to sharing, speed, storage and
retrieval of information in whatever form regardless of the person’s location. Through the
Internet a number of web technologies emerged, and one technology that is making waves with
regard to information sharing and communication are the social media networks. The evolution
of social media has cut across all facets of society with its positive and negative impacts. Social
media has transformed and impacted on communication, learning, research and education in
general. Among the vast variety of online tools which are available for communication, social
networking sites (SNS) have become the most modern and attractive tools for connecting people
throughout the world (Aghazamani, 2010).

Davis et al (2012), refer to social media technology (SMT) as “web-based and mobile
applications that allow individuals and organizations to create, engage, and share new user-
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generated or existing content, in digital environments through multi-way communication”.
Through this platform, individuals and organizations create profiles, share and exchange
information on various activities and interests. An interesting aspect of social media is that, it is
not limited to desktop or laptop computers but could be accessed through mobile applications
and smart phones making it very accessible and easy to use. Examples of these social media
platforms both on the web and mobile application include Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
Whatsapp, Instagram, blogs etc.

A number of research studies have been done on social media. According to Boyd & Ellison
(2007), “Social networking sites are web-based services that allow individuals to construct a
public or semi-public profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom
they share a connection, and view and traverse their list of connections and those made by others
within the system”. These sites are used to interact with friends, peers and others that are found
in groups on these sites. The sharing of information ranges from news, debates, gossips, feelings
or statement of mind, opinions, research etc. A number of studies have been conducted to find
out the impact of social media on academic performance of students. According to Ito et al.
(2009), teens use these technologies for a number of positive activities, which include delving
deeper into interest-driven communities and participating in various activities. Ahn (2011) adds
that “Social Network Sites (SNS) provide a platform for the youth to participate in communities
that help them to learn, and practice skills within a particular knowledge area”. Similarly, a study
by Fishman et al (2005), also indicated that college students produce tremendous volume of
writing through various social media tools such as blogs, emails and other social media
environments.

2. Research Design

The investigator adopted survey method to study the impact of social media on scholastic
achievement among higher secondary students.. For this study a sample of 300 higher secondary
students from five Govt and Private schools which are situated in and around Udumalpet town of
Tirupur district in Tamil Nadu were selected by the investigator using simple random sampling
technique.

Hypothesis 1:
There will be a difference in the level of usage of social media among higher secondary students.

Table 1: Frequency and percentage difference in the level of usage social media among higher

secondary students
SOCIAL MEDIA
Low Moderate High
Q1 F % Q2 F % Q3 F %
101 |79 26.33% | 108 | 158 |52.66% | 115 |63 21%

Table 1 exhibits the result in the level of usage of social media among higher secondary
students. According to the table totally 26.33% of higher secondary student belong to low social
media usage, 56.66% of higher secondary students belong to moderate level of usage of social
media, and 21% of higher secondary students belong to high level of usage of social media.

Http://www.granthaalayah.com ©lnternational Journal of Research - GRANTHAALAYAH [48]


http://www.granthaalayah.com/

[Sheela et. al., Vol.5 (Iss.3: SE): March, 2017] ISSN- 2350-0530(0), ISSN- 2394-3629(P)
ICV (Index Copernicus Value) 2015: 71.21 IF: 4.321 (CosmosIimpactFactor), 2.532 (120R)
InfoBase Index IBI Factor 3.86

Hypothesis 2:
There will be a difference in the level of scholastic achievements among higher secondary
students.

Table 2: Frequency and percentage difference in the level of scholastic achievement among

higher secondary students
SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT
Low Moderate High
Q1 F % Q2 F % Q3 F %
883 |75 25 966 |151 |50.33 | 1067 |74 24.66
Table 2 exhibits the result of the difference in the level of scholastic achievements among higher
secondary students. According to the table totally 25% of higher secondary students belong to
low level in scholastic achievement, 50.33% of higher secondary students belong to moderate
level in the scholastic achievement, and 24.66% of higher secondary students belong to high
level in the scholastic achievement.

Hypothesis 3:
There will be a significant difference in the impact of social media and their effect on scholastic
achievement among selected higher secondary students.

Table 3: Model Summary

Model R R Square Adjusted R Std. Error of
Square Estimate
1 .168° .028 .008 132.859

Predictor: Social media usage
Dependent Variable: Scholastic achievement

From the above table, R indicates the correlation between the observed and the predicted value
of the dependent variable scholastic achievement which is 0.168. R Square indicates the
proportion of the variance in the dependent variable namely scholastic achievement that is
explained by the effect of the independent variable namely impact of social media.
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The above histogram shows that the distribution is normal, which is a basic requirement for
regression analysis.
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Table 4: ANNOVA

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 150427.420 6 25071.237 1.420 .206°

Residual 5171862.376 293 17651.407

Total 5322289.797 299

In the above table, the sum of squares associated with the three variance regression, residuals and
the total. The total variance is partitioned into regression (150427.420) and residuals
(5171862.376) which indicate the variance explained by the independent variable and the
variance not explained by the independent variable.

The F value is statistically not significant at 0.05 level, it suggest that no linear relationship
among the variables. Hence, the hypothesis 3 is rejected and it is concluded that there is no
significant impact of social media on scholastic achievement among selected higher secondary
students.

3. Conclusion

The findings reveal that totally 25% of higher secondary students belong to low level in
scholastic achievement, 50.33% of higher secondary students belong to moderate level in the
scholastic achievement, and 24.66% of higher secondary students belong to high level in the
scholastic achievement. Also it is found that there is no significant impact of social media on
scholastic achievement among selected higher secondary students.
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