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ABSTRACT

English: India is the world's largest democracy, where regular elections, an
independent judiciary, and a multi-party system have sustained democratic values for over
seventy years. Nevertheless, in the second decade of the 21st century, Indian democracy is
confronting serious challenges. International reports have categorized India as an "Electoral
Autocracy" and placed it in the "Partly Free" category.

This paper presents a fundamental analysis of the historical achievements of Indian
democracy, its contemporary challenges (the influence of money and mafia power in the
electoral process, socio-religious polarization, the erosion of institutional autonomy, a
decline in media freedom, and tensions within the federal structure), as well as potential
solutions to address them. The core premise of this research is that democracy is not merely
an electoral process, but a continuous practice of constitutional morality, social justice, and
civic participation. As a means of resolution, emphasis is placed on electoral reforms, civic
education, digital transparency, maintaining a balance between the judiciary and the
executive, and the restoration of Gandhian and Ambedkarite values. The conclusion posits
that if these challenges are not addressed in a timely manner, the world's largest democracy
risks sliding further from being an "Electoral Democracy” toward becoming an "Electoral
Autocracy.” This research paper offers practical guidelines for policymakers, scholars, and
civil society.

Hindi: 4Ra fay &1 99 921 diwda 8, St FHafid A9, W agufes ok sgead
ART A TR a I S T % At Hedl dI Sifdd a1 g1 R o, 216 9t & R =1
H YR Tipda TR ATl o7 T R 6T ¢ | SIaRRIgT RUICH HRd &I “Saide R Sifcihyl 3R
e Y Bt Joft B g gl B

YR A 31 WfagiRie Iuafery, IueTe gfaal (@A ufhar § ymad-ahared,
AT - 1fHes ¢YdenvuT, TRINTT T &1 &R, Hifear wadadr & fRTae SR WHg o & a-ra) aur
S FHTYM BT A fIRAT0N TR Bl ¢ | MY BT I YR T8 § % Aebaa baat A uishar
Y, sfewr Haues e, Irfiie =g ok ARe UrieRt &1 Jdd $narg 81 9™ & w0 8
A GUR, RS e, fefored urefRian, mauifes-sriutie Tqad ofR mdard!-sisssmeard
Tt 3t gufoe wR g foar mn §1 ey & wer man § o afe wm gd 37 gfadt o greEr A
o T A fay &7 G99 TST Aipad “SAGCRA SHIPY ¥ "SATERT 3Mcipdl” P 3R 3R 3w
W@W%l%@awﬂﬁ-ﬁnﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ@w%ﬁwmﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁa
FRATR
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HRATT Aha: FAfaar 3R JaTe™

1. WRETEAT
YR el 1 AT 26 SFERT 1950 1 AU AR FH & HIY 3= g5 | ST, A1.31R. AP 3 34 "rHIoID el Bl
YR TR T, Jgl Had AoHifdd FHH Tal, dfes g -snfde < o gRfd 81 R auf & yRd 3 s g4
qHAAYAD DY, HTATADHTA BT AT BT, e IRBR ¢! 3R 2014 & 91G ThHdA ool 9gad BI Ao ga |
fdhg 2025-26 & V-Dem 3R Freedom House RUIEH A dra- &t ¢ fb YRd & sifraafad &1 wacsrar, Hif$ar WdadI, TS
TS SR ST HRHR & FRR ARMC o ¥ 1 Adda 3t T o Faa siaike Ta), afer e daf & ot affa
%mg&ﬁas%ﬁamﬁmerﬁmaﬂwﬁﬁ% _
YR Apda o1 PR 3R Suafetr: Wdd YRd = 26 AR 1950 B! AU AR Hb [y & I a8 Aldhaa bl
Fa Tt Ty gy o) 958, R 87, &t 3R, feSaR, TAERAd J8%, YRER Ud 3R g HEHTE Ad &, J Fra i
T TAIBR, I SIBRT (3Iwse 14-32) 3R T TRIT3H (TG START, AUTDT, AHUTd oIl HIGT) &1 Asigd arar
%ﬁmm@ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ@%mﬁm%ﬂ%%ﬁ%ﬂmﬁuﬁﬁwmﬁﬂﬁ HINT, &) D! & & IGHR IR
T
1952 & Ugd MTH A T U 17 HIS Adardistt 3 Ui foran| 39wy sif¥ren, e, fausH & arg ik Rardt &
faerg ot gt & Sracig gTd iifaguf ok e gU1 I8 gATd Aidhda &1 58! & Aoigd B arell UfIgIRid Had o7l ST%
TG 1950-2024 BT A H YR A 18 AHTHT TAIT R JH 3! fUFHHT TAI Thadgdd Siford fhu|

2. I
=9 Wy U & FEffed SERa €
1) YR Awdd & e e Sk Suafsat &1 Tfid geaied &Rl
2) THBTAA TR (2020-2026) FHT I FI=Rewor FH2A7|
3) 3 gAaal % G HRUN P UG BT
4) AERINR, HauTd 3R Afads JHIUMT &1 gga <1
5) THad Bl TR S & g AIfaTTd Td Ao RIeTRRY IRdd HxT|

3. @I SUdf*ml-

1) AT Toge: 2024 F AGTHT G H 96 HRIS F 31fH Taararaf 3 UFT feran| g SmahT 3 Sty 3R VVPAT
Ul 1 YRR URERIAT §¢Ts | Hae Ufa=id &3 IR 65-70% 38T, St fasraeid i 7 Iwia-id g1

2) URINTd fa®RE: Supreme Court 3 PIL (SHRd A1faeeT) & A1y § yafarur, ARRE feR iR YPHER S T&f IR
Tfehg uftrest A1 1990 & =1 B 3fd IGRIHRUT & Sau[g Adbds SREIR @7 AR TS i (1989-2014)
g1 DI Tolgd [Tl

3) TS JUTEARM: SREUT =ifd (SFYfd Sifd/Sonfa 3R 0BC), Uardl & afgensii & g 33% smReor (739
=ieE) 3R RTI HTATH (2005) 7 BIRIT Td a1 &1 PEAYRT B AT | Gford-Afga-Snfeartt ufaffera aarl

4) YT GHEET: HTHTS ITT &I 7T (1956 States Reorganisation Act) 3R IR-GdT It ([ANTAS, iR 3M1fS) BT
3P Tehd B TRACTI SRl 81 GST (2017) 3 faxig Taare & =< faxn <&, greiife 399 $o g W R

5) ﬁm@Tﬁﬁ‘&%m‘cﬁ%%m—cﬂuaﬁw 3t Ak Siidd” B 1 T8 -1 et gTd! Ufshd 8, e TrTioie ufad-
1 A1y Wt e R

6) W T g1t ufehan § fagfoar 4maa, mitharad SR SfoRTeReRor FATdt Ufshar & Jad 3ifdids uHIfad ovd
T8 | Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) @1 2024 RUIC & SR, 1741 AibaH & PHs digal R TR
TR TS Gof A1 2024 TGN § STHIGAR! &1 d Uy el vud § o, S 39 A7k &1 Ugd ¥ S1e g
Electoral Bonds a1SiHT (2024 H Supreme Court gRI Xg) IS BIET Bt SURGRIAT IR $i | THY U BT
[T el AR TRV SHEGIRT & for¢ Aer Gfpel &

7) amfore-enfife ydtdor 2014-2024 B 3afy A ARG TN 911 Freedom House 2024 RaiE & gaw
e W AEHEqU! i, o feTe” B 3R CAA-NRC RaTe &1 Ieog 81 Sifaare 3t +ff 7aeM &1 v
STYR T 3T § (2024 TAG ST H Fs Adl H S-SR TS Thd Tg) | AR FSAT A B =gl 3R gom
TR DI Serar fedT, Fort S Ieara &fausd ga

8) UXRINTA TII<Idl T &RUT: ED, CBI, IT f3HTT 3R Enforcement Directorate WW@E@%WW%
RIY @ | WA W TS g, IT Rules 2021 3R NGOs TR FCRA Hfaae 3 Tadzrar &1 Wi far| v-Dem 2024
o o ifsar wdzar QEeie SR ARRE JAS Pt Wl 3 FR1ae go g8 | 399 Aldhdd BT "NYT [ HHOR

ge|
9) WY g W dHTa: GST Hafau 3R ) M &1 Rl IR dg -1 faare s¢ | el WBR 3R TH-HRHR
(2019 & TE) SR TE! 3 Teftg HTaHT B g &l $© Iodl | g B ASHISM DI AR R H SRIgHfd =it T8 |
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T FHR A, A T HHT

10) IR FAIfAT: Tra HifSaT W e <ot 3R Al SR misinformation = a1 Adararsii &1 guifad f&ar| 18-35
A I W & Al A AaeH ISRIFdT (2024 ey fRidoFe W Searg uRadH, SRISERY 3R frar Iae 3
IS SFAATT ST, S dlhdsl B Se! ) fael & B

4. HTYTH T4 g9

AT GUR: o9 {31 Nt gA1a i @ fbT Sl difs efered S 811 IFIGART R STURIIYS HiHel A1 99 & 3R

YT P GHY-HH T B | NOTA BI UHTH §18 3R SATH-VVPAT BT 100% ARSI AT B3 1 ADR B Rl &
IR A BT § gof urefRfdr @

'\trrmﬁwﬁﬁm JUTR: WHd UTSAshH B TfeT, ARG T e 3R e -Tieft Sieme & Sfard §-md | Siveriies fgar
WW%W@T@%@[@ &Iﬁ'{ﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬁl MGNREGA, PM Awas Yojana 3R skill development I3 Dl UTHTT-
e RIS 1 HRA F R 3R 3 Tt S|

HRITT Teiqe: graurieret # Rkl @t <er 1RUTE SR Praiforas yumelt § GUR b | TG 3TaRT ) Fgfed # uraxft
QﬁTCITGN:lTQ (Supreme Court & 2023- 24ﬁ€'§ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ RTI 3IR Whistleblower Protection Act BT 3R TS HI |

f$forea o #ifSar ur: dieret HfSar wiew iRl R wWd= Pae-AfdT S8t §H1E | Yidieb THRUI (Prasar Bharati) 1
TR H | AT & H Sfored FreRar S et difds e <gS &1 UHId 64 |

Srefprfere =f: iefioh @) o TR YR Sl GHsiiad B RIFHIG W 6! Aolgd H1 | dSHR & JHIS U
1 31ffep =fferat (Rie, Tred, ASHTR) & e B3| garsit o 7y siHifdes TiRIET 3R WG TR W Aqd oo s
A

4. faopd
U el 1 AT 31T $iefdl 8 11950-2024 1 ST WRTg+1T §—AdIfAies AR, RN e 3R AT
THER A 58 ofifaq %1 71 fhq 2014-2024 1 T (¢, YenRUT, TRIFT &R0N TR &1 V-Dem 3R Freedom House

St Reard s arat €, dfd sraeR o vem #Rct €1 afe g9 aurfes Afadwmdr, amioie <arg iR Tfehd ArTRedT & el
¥ O Ao A Had 99 THdT 2, STep 3% P T AIE 97 Thal 21 “Ahaa a9 dob Sifad 84T & ofF I9F TS 38 9
¥ forg oy R €17 — SF. 13K, JdSHR Bt 3 IdIa- b 3T & Y T A1 I/ 8NN HRA B g Aldhaa &1 3R dle
fRT I T 2y 3 fa2n 7 ueb et Afth Ryl Her B
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