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ABSTRACT

English: One of the biggest challenges facing Indian democracy is the crisis of money
power, muscle power, and morality in the electoral process. This research paper presents
an in-depth analysis of electoral history from independence to December 2020, using the
latest available data (ADR report) from the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.

According to the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), 233 (43%) of the 539
newly elected MPs in 2019 have criminal cases registered against them, including 159
(29%) for serious offenses. This figure has risen from 23% in 2004 to 43% in 2019.
Furthermore, a significant number of cases of crimes against women were found among
MPs. The 2019 Lok Sabha elections proved to be the most expensive ever in terms of
financial power. The Centre for Media Studies (CMS) estimates that the total expenditure
reached approximately 355,000 to X60,000 crore. The Electoral Bonds Scheme (2018)
marked the first step towards institutionalizing this exchange. The form of muscle power
has evolved from the booth capturing of the 1980s and 90s to today's "candidate-criminal”
narrative. The ethical

crisis is evident in fake news, voter buying, Model Code of Conduct violations, and
concealment of candidates' backgrounds. The research paper cites key Supreme Court
judgments (Public Interest Foundation, 2018; Rambabu Singh Thakur, 2020) and suggests
reforms such as disqualification on charge sheets in serious criminal cases, strict monitoring
of election expenditure, state funding of elections, and misinformation control on digital
platforms. The study argues that if money and muscle power are not curbed, the roots of
democracy will weaken. The proposed reforms will make the electoral process more
transparent, inclusive, and ethical. The research is based on primary (ADR, ECI data,
Supreme Court judgments) and secondary sources and provides practical insights for
policymakers, scholars, and civil society.

Hindi: YRdg didd & Ge g€t TAfE 8 F w8 ) ufsbar & ¢aa), srgad iR
AT &1 Udhe | T8 MY UF WA & 91 U fGHER 2020 % & AT 3T HT T fa=awor IRl
R 8, o 2019 AHGHT FATE! & TdIaH IuAH i s! (ADR R 1 IuanT fpam ma 21

THIRTURE BR SHIweH RBIRT (ADR) & 3R, 2019 & 539 af-aifad Tiaal § ¥ 233 (43%)
R RIS A ot &, BFH 159 (29%) TR SIORTe NiH €1 T8 3iihsT 2004 F 23% ¥ IR
2019 T 43% B a1 81 A1y &1, Afgarstt & s sroret & Ama ff give) o Seea-g Tem # urg
MU 49 B 2B ¥ 2019 & AIHUH AT 3fd TP & Ga4 el Alfod gul Hex BR HIfSaT ward
(CMS) & 3FAM & HdTed Hd oFd TIHT 55,000 F 60,000 TS ¥UY UgH TAT| JAFRRA dIgd
TISHT (2018) = SHTGH-UEH DI I - &1 [G=1 § Ugell HeH oM | SIgad BT = 1980-90 &
@ P Y FENT H TS & ‘Sisse-bra de fGHRid 8 g&1 81 Afdewd &1 I Bhd 9, dlex
Tie, Hisd IS 31 Hhede SeadHl R IRNear! &1 ygufty fFum & fogar 81 oy = A a1 &
g B9l (Public Interest Foundation, 2018; IHETY Rig 31gR, 2020) T IeerE Hd §U YR JATT
7 - o TR SuRTfRres Aa B Treieite TR SR, IATd o0 Bt TR ATRTA, ey A U (State
Funding of Elections) 3R f&fSred wehiRi W fg-hIHRM deld| I8 3193 ddb gl § b afe eF-
Igad 3R AMfdF Tehe H T AT T Al AT B IS HHGR g1 ML | TRaAIfdd urt J gA1a
Ufehar 31 UReRN, TEaRt 3R Afdew IR 2y WU (ADR, ECI ST, GiT $IE Soriiey) 3R
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AfIHd1 FT Tave: YT, TG AR R 1T

ﬁeﬂﬁga‘m‘fu? 3meTia g aur Aifg-Fafareh, fagml ok Amie gare & e saragie siae® ueH
C2GIN!

1. UXIGAT

YRR FATd! H 4ad, STIgad 3R Afddmdl 1 b SIE! & a1 J TR TERI T/ 8 | W HRd & YRS =) 3,
ST Slichel= 31t STt SIS AT ohv XgT T, I S{UETehd T, HH Telfl 3R HfercheR Aifequi €1 A1 1952 % Uget 34 I
H Aograrstt &1 e Wit 6, TaR gerd: guist, Yedl SR Hg-Samt aTadid b Sihd AT, 99T SEHGAR! gRT 9d & T8
w&rm%wﬁm%wwmﬁﬁﬁ%aﬁwﬁﬁﬁ@wwﬁ%aﬁa faReRT quT I
TG BT WTUHHAT &d U1 AfH 1970-80 P G W 3 WS Bfd T TN USH T | SATUTIRTS (1975-77) &b §IG ASTdd Gal
ﬁwwwﬁ%ﬁmﬂﬁ&ﬁ?@ﬂ:ﬂnuuﬁmﬁﬁaaﬁmmém%WM|qu%wﬁﬂsﬂwﬁmwﬁm
9 718, oI TRRA TS AdaM dal UR ool $HR ad, Haufed! ! HR &d 1 AAGIdTSH &1 SAHR I o | IR, IR Ue=T, S
3R SHT8Y TeRT SR o4t H I UUT AT TRITTA 81 T | 1980-90 P G H dlex WIG, Favell AAGH 3R Gait TSHIe! A didhad
1 g fgel 1 ST AAGTAT 316 30 30T F dIT G- & Il X, Y] A1 UY & drerd | Ba ol

1990 % g¥& H TP IERIBRUN A e-ad B 1T, 31fiw URspd IR UfFa=ITel U UeH T SR gaq & Iq1y s
3R o afemat &) Ieifae <ol & ufa Fkar 9 T T # 4 9 8 - YRRl So-ae TR sifvl, M
DASTie 3R GRTd HfESa 307 & YB3MTd g | 49ad 3 Had Adha [qaRUl adb YT o 8T Tg T4 S|y, e BT,
HIURE Fal 3R ‘SAEGH-UGH & Y&i =0l § gad T

3t et | a1gad ‘S Se-fhltma & U §f gt (ke IRIFTd 81 1| {54 safaadl R g, SAhR, S8R0, YSTER a1
3 TR SroRTel o T gof ¥, I8 Uit fewe o @l ariifas 3 faf+i1 $fede wifad gid 31 37! I urary i wR =,
RN Y S 3R Al §F B Holgd B H B M1l o | THRTRE BR SHikhed RBIRS (ADR) & M) & FIUR, T8
TRy 2004 T AR 9¢ 61 § - 2004 H 23% TGS TR RIS A 3, S 2019 H 43% Ugd T

31T 2019 & TG & I8 Tl — eaa, Igad 3R AfAwar &7 Ydhe — Sa-1 T8t s STHT b1 @ b AdardT SRR &H R’
(|esserev.|)ﬂ=|%rﬁn\-:|ag€rmﬁ%|éwwﬂmﬁaﬁféﬁ%ﬁﬂ%aﬁﬁéaﬁ?f%%é&mﬁw@a@% A g
fame SR Wt WIS @ d 81 B g, U HifSa, BICHUY BRIy 3R RIS fAgAwIHRE 3 Afdddl 1 3R FHR TR
T 21 FeaTaT oF IHIEaR ¥ ARE & I SUS 36T BT, S, o a1 urd sie Y A B

Ig Tdhe Had AT Uihdl b THd 781 §; I8 YR Abditid aid &I WRae R 36l ¢l 9d ORI R ¢=a SAfad
fryFTsil 3R T H YA R &, At BHA-aawT, Fifd-Fufor ik S9-wearmr guifdd g1 & | e o1 3 &3 gt J ffar
SIS §, Wmsﬁvﬂmﬁmmﬁﬁwﬁwﬁmﬁmaﬁmw%

2. 3™
1) YR gAma B eed, Igad SR Afds Jae & Uaegiie e &1 fazawor &
2) ADR, ECI 3R CMS & TadH Mgl (2019 T%) & TR TR aAM U &1 Jedich BT
3) 9 TSl & Aerad, THARIAT 3R SH-fAYRT TR UG &7 S AT
4) I PIC P had 3R SRATIT Aisdl B ga-l § eI JUR G|
5) Ha RIBIRRY IRqd AT S A1fd-WR W AR fht 571 9 |

eI YRYH: WA & S8 UUH SH A1 (1952) B 16T Ufeha SfU&dhd JMifaqul iR sneRiard! ot | aaem ufawa
HY YT, Al Aebad DI i Aogd @ Ia! 1 1960-70 & T=H H IS Gal 7 RIFHT TG 3R TSI T GeRT A1 L&
R a1 1975 & SMUITHTA & dTE Y BRI IR 81 T 1980-90 & a¥1dh | fIgR, IR W= 3R UidH STe o e
Y FENT, wqﬁaﬂﬁvwmﬁwmﬁﬁwqwﬁmaﬁ@ﬁmﬂvwﬁmuwﬁ

1990 % G¥@ H Vohra Committee (1993) 7 TSI, SORTY 3R YPTER & T3S &1 Adra-t ot | Tibifa &t Ruié & are
e T b SITRTER e TSI aafl 3 3ieR T8 T & 3R AT Uk & UM 3% 38 &1 A RUIE & RGN )R 18
3 HRATS T8l §31 1991 & 3 ISRIBRUN 3 eTd B! 741 AW | FHufal 3iR Sfelfies TRA! A I e, e,
R gATdt W ® WY 9fS 831 2000 & B T EVM AR & SITHA & STaelg STgad SIRY 8T 2010 & a1 Qe Hifsar 3
T ol 3R FAASThIHRA & 791 8RR ¢ faan 2018 H $% PR gRT IR $i TTs JARRT d1gd Aol A 478d BT BT
e erafiier MU = TeM 3| 39 AT & dgd Sufat 3R afa famr o=t ugar SR fb Ieifaews gat &1 et
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R Od 4T

S I&d 1 ST 'IHIGH-UEH' B RipIe &I 3R el faan 2019 AGHT FAG! I I8 Ao Iiohd 2 3R gATdt tig &t
SURERfdT & Fgrar ¢ 8t At

TR AHTIHH § 4Aad 3R Igad Uh-gIR $| Aolgd HRd T, STafdhs ATl &1 g1 fARaR 8T X8TI Vohra Committee
Y APR 2019 dF & ADR RUICH 39 Ugfi &1 g v 8 | 3111 FRUf 78 8 o6 1 41 iR I1gaa & T1a A1 AT SRiva
B T 8, S URA didhaa & forg TR fefa &1 fawa g

Yad BT fARATUT- 2019 HHGHT G HRA & Wi 3idgT & G Tl g1 Fifad gu| Hex BR Hf$ar weisl (CMS)
& AN %messoooﬁwooommwwwa‘rzom%wﬁaﬁﬂﬁ@rlﬁm%sﬂwﬁ
ﬂwﬁwmmﬁﬂé 3T Raifé, Infleart &1 aafada oy, Wifsar sifiam, Yfemi, FefieToR-ardR, diex 3l
e 3iR e Td It =nfa &

ADRW%g@? 3R &= Tt gRT SeTd T I9reAT § et /AT ot | IFfieaR! gRT g1 3N &1 o @
feama a1, 3gehT T & ST T, Afoh IRAfad g &g AT A AT o1l ¢ | s g1 8 Ury 77 ¢ foh arafass
T G R BT 5 F 10 T I 81 Tobal &, Tl Tobe [9dRUl, diex WG 3R U §U YaR & RUre 81 far S|

ZUaeRA Sgd- IS (2018) 7 YFad & 4T, BT Afh SHURERN ¥ UG (BTl T8 TSI SIS T BT MU=
I B, SRR “SMeM-UEH (quid pro quo) T MTRIT §¢ T3 ¢ 1 ATE! Wd TR H1s e WiHT 7 g1 3R R &) St &
PRI AT 9 T3 | IS S 3R Yt IFCaR fIune TaR ST Ie Iohd & STafe B od 3R Wdd SHIGAR 39 3l
H Ui G of1d § | T Adhad B He U1 — FHA AW - TIfad giet g

ST BT fATATTT- ADR Bt 2019 AHIHT TG RUIE & YR, 539 Faf-aifed Tiaal § I 233 (43%) WR STURIASG AT
Tol g1 T8 159 (29%) THR SRTet (@R, S1eTY ¢ AR, TAThR, USRI 31(S) & AW § | T8 SHST 2004 F 23% I AAR
QT8 - 2009 H 30%, 2014 H 34% 3R 2019 & 43% | Afgarail & ¥ =1l & Arae Hf gie) & Ieca-g Team & o Y|
Tg JHidhs WY ¥ I & & fb Srorrel gyyfH arat Sufieart &t Sitd &1 GHIET Tg IWCdR! O dal e gl & | SRl
T § - 3! ‘Igad’ (A9d UTeRr) U IR =107, faRifa) &) gam 3R dle §% &) 41 J Siie & Aeg ddt ol

1980-90 % TXH W FaT §Y FTNT TS HH-Ta’ HIGRH & 96 g1 8| T BIC 7 Public Interest Foundation
Y T 3t 37T (2018) TTHA T STHIGAR] BI STURTYS JEYH ! AIdol-d &0 A THIRI B BT =1 faar o, afe
TrorRiie Sfd g TR Wd: 3rwaar &1 urayr ot off @] 78t 81 bt | IaTe, Rig 313 (2020) A & +ft B¢ F fiar o,
IR ISHIA® SRR BT HH 3 YR B A @5 |

ARIBAT BT P - AIHAT ST R YR A BT T Tl 3R Tl GRS THET 81 T8 B ], IS =, dIex
Wie, Aied B 3 Heae & Ieard-l, IHIGARI gRT U+ gEYH fSum SR ufiéa gRT SRl o fede o & Ty foadr
%|2019é7mﬁ@mﬁ%m@mqWE@WW@?ﬁW@ﬁﬁUW@HW|WWW
HIGATY HSHH a1 B4 3R T T ARdl Al aob Ugdl | U8 ol &1 g1 oIk} g, s difear TRe Iorifas gal 9
ﬁwawwm?ﬁmaﬂﬁ%mﬂﬂaaﬂ&mﬁmmﬁ&m%mmﬁmwwmﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁ%uT%aT
IR T SHiGaR] &I fede gt § e fanfaferdt sifties gt €, wdl 81 31 Afas afka dfer 811 AdardT $idR NOTA
o1 faewed Id 8, AferT I8 H1s RITR T T8l 81 39 Ydbe &1 Jad g1 URUTH § — Aderdl faym &1 g/ | o 3 ARRE
9T B o Tg SR fAum Ty SroRifday ofR eaferat § 1 udl €, epad & Ufd ITHT 4RI el 7| ST 3 TaT o
e e, afes T 3R 67 HHH HT I §9 TS 3

3 i T - e, SIgad 3R Afdd Ydhe — TH-gIR &I Uitd Il o | 8- ¥ Igad WRIal ST 8, Igad o IA1a
%mw%gﬁ;@ﬂﬁwaﬂﬂuﬁﬁwaﬁmm%ﬁwwﬁawﬂwﬁmwﬁwﬁuaﬁaﬁaﬁ

HHIR |

3. &Y TSl
1) 2019 TIHUHT: ADR ST ¥ BJP, Congress 3fe; gal # fopfia drfggey|

2) feER-glt & RMA TG Y FER
3) SHCRA SIgd dIoHT (2018): YT faarg |

TS faeur: SAR®T 3R g & T H0 BIe-d @ ¢ | YRd B We BIST 3R W AT AT &1 Aol sRes!

gl

4. YR & GG
1) TR sroRrel F TreTeiie WR S|
2) A Fg &1 Jd-<rgH FATRMT
3) T BT 3T FARI |
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AfIHd1 FT Tave: YT, TG AR R 1T

4) fERIed wehiR R AIgTHhIHRH g

5) ¥d4 ‘Election Integrity Commission’|

5. faspd

Y9, TEad 3R AP Yhe YR Abds & AR HR IR g 2019 F Hidhs Idma-t ¢ | A TG 3R TATT MANT

T TEd YUR a1 A1¢ o ATl fay ge S| URatfad guRl ¥ gAa Uikt e s 3R e sH-ufafRfiea gihfda
BN | T8 XY Ufa® & SiereEt 3R Hfa-fFmfor & fore SR Uem R |
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