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Dear Readers and Contributors,

The Department of Journalism & Mass Communication, Faculty of Science & Humanities, SRM Institute of Science & Technology,
Kattankulathur organized a Two- Day National Conference on Journalistic and Creative Freedom: Prospects and Challenges on 21, &
22 September 2023. The conference had eight sessions, including two hybrid mode sessions; the conference has papers across India.

The conference included eight different panel experts in the field of our conference themes, such as Press freedom, Media
independence, Free speech, Editorial independence, Censorship, Information access, Journalistic ethics, Media pluralism, Artistic
expression, Creative autonomy, Freedom of imagination, Intellectual property, Cultural diversity, Creative license, Copyright
protection, Artistic integrity, Unrestricted creativity, Online censorship, Social media moderation, Content filtering, Information
control, Digital censorship, Content moderation policies, Online speech restrictions, Content removal, Online surveillance. During the
research presentation, the experts and participants discussed and cultivated knowledge on the specific topic among the audience.

Significantly, the keynote speaker Dr. Debi Chatterjee, Former Professor, Department of International Relations, Jadavpur
University, Kolkata, emphasized the role of media in safeguarding democracy in a nation. Transparency and accountability are
essential for the functioning of a healthy democracy. Investigative journalism exposes corruption, abuse of power, and other threats
to democratic principles. The notable speaker has highlighted the important factor that Media plays a fundamental role in providing
citizens with accurate and timely information about political events, policies, and issues. She also asked the media students as well
as professionals to be torch bearers for media as well as creative freedom. The valedictory speaker Mr. Nandakummar R, Director,
Directorate of Communication, SRM Institute of Science and Technology has incited a diverse and pluralistic media landscape ensures
that a variety of perspectives and opinions are represented. And Media diversity is crucial for preventing the concentration of power
and fostering a more inclusive democracy.

The conference research papers had Sixty-Seven research papers have presented during the two days National conference:
Forty-Seven (47) papers on the physical mode and twenty (20) on hybrid mode, including special sessions. Few papers related to
scope were selected to be published in the UGC Care-Listed Journal "ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts" as a
special issue titled "National Conference on Journalistic and Creative Freedom: Prospects and Challenges”. I express my
sincere thanks to the publisher of Granthaalayah Publications for their noble partnership with our institution, inspiring and
acknowledging researchers.

Sincerely,

Dr. Shiva Shankaran KR
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