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@ . ABSTRACT

b Lt English: In the context of rapid urbanization and the global competition for tourism,

updates Indian cities are increasingly adopting place branding strategies to cultivate distinct

identities. However, a pervasive trend has emerged involving the uncritical replication of

Western tropes, specifically the generic "I Love [City Name]" installations derived from

Milton Glaser’s iconic New York campaign. This study critiques the "selfie point"

phenomenon as a superficial place-marketing tactic that risks homogenizing urban

Received 25 February 2026 landscapes and eroding local cultural distinctiveness. Adopting a qualitative case study

Accepted 21 April 2026 approach, this research contrasts these derivative interventions with the context-specific

Published 12 May 2026 public art ecosystem of Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh—a city of profound historical and
CorrespondingAuthor spiritual significance.

Kaustubh Ashok Kirtane, Through field observation, photographic documentation, and content analysis of visual

narratives, the study examines how Ujjain leverages its "historicity"—spanning the

DOI Mahajanapada era to its status as a Kumbh Mela pilgrimage site—to create experience

zones that function as authentic brand touchpoints. The research identifies a dichotomy

between decentralized, ad-hoc generic installations and curated, narrative-driven public

art that communicates specific cultural themes, such as the Samudramanthan mythology

and the literary legacy of Kalidasa. Findings suggest that while generic installations suffer

from spatial redundancy and lack emotional resonance, contextually grounded art

effectively bridges the gap between heritage conservation and modern city branding. The
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) paper concludes by arguing for a strategic shift in Indian urban governance: moving from
Copyright: © 2026 The Author(s).  mjmetic ornamentation to the development of "narrative infrastructure" that aligns with
This work is licensed under a theoretical frameworks of place identity, thereby fostering sustainable tourism and civic

pride.
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th; Cosy;ic;‘l‘ze anowinag“ afl;z rrl‘; aig Hindi: dsit & gl gdemor ik tded & oy et affe ufawuyf & def 4, Rt foraa

download, reuse, re-print, modify, 218X (heritage cities) 37O+ fAfr® Uga™ T & folg "= wif$T' (place branding) i

distribute, d hei . o

C;Snttrrlibulféon_ a¥h£0rwori0p¥nustt i,l; Torfifaat sl dsit & S1UAT 38 81 gTetifch, 39 e "Tehetdl! AGAHUT" (mimetic urbanization)

properly attributed to its author. Al Teh SATI%h ‘F{% I %, o q-f%-;ﬁ udYep! Y fAT TH-THE} Fohet Y ST 2%9[ %—ﬁra‘m =q
¥ fiee ieR & ufafdd =gafeh sfaam @ ORa 'eiE oa 8 &1 AW]' S I §RiaR |
g AT "Th! Uige” hl 3T TeAT it Teh Tda! HIcheT deh-ieh o *U B T g, STt 18
URRgea o HIehIenvuT 3R RITH1T Hitepfaeh fafredr st 7 ezt a1 Sifaw a1 et 81 (Relph,

1976) HeT TN & AT 16X Iooi T UAETUT Shed U, I8 MY & fAdhdlehd, daef (ad-hoc)
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A Critical Analysis of Contextualized Public Art in the Urban Branding of Indian Heritage Cities

A ST 3R RIS, sher-smamRa Trest-ch el o oie Goh e SiaR TE T g
st Fard & foh STet I eiale (S foh a9z & qr Sooie A d18 & U /U &t <l ofi aret
a1g) "Rraiferen AvdAT" SR wF & TR @ 7% §, agi dg-nuRa sher—ord foh 99
HAyq & uRifoie wurg R wiferee Y arfefde foRa—sargz &t 5,000 drel gL
"QfagTReRdr" el ATH IsTeRR foRTEd TR&m0T 3R Sy Fifdn & st gvreht U d A ol H
TRt 1 TE M TF YRATT MG M H Teh WMHIfIeh Seal1d bl deh ol & "feamad geirec”
(mimetic ornamentation) ¥ §eaR "HUTHS JHAEI &d" (narrative infrastructure) &
AT i SR g, Sit feahrss e ok AnTRS 1R &t Fgrar & & oy forvmaa wel & "o
EITAY" (Place DNA) & 31%4 &

Keywords: Place Branding, Public Art, Sustainable Urban Design, Narrative
Infrastructure, Heritage Management, g a‘i%‘T, ufecian STR‘E, JRATA 3 EGI. EGH Rfeg

1. U1

fay anfdfer da & g SR wies ufaeuufaTehd gaehicr § VR <l dgar kT & e g o afYer wied uRewa # wRd &1
I 3T 81 38 YR e GRT MU g7 U= el G & d¥eh H d&eTa o & 81 S8-98 gt he fAaer, wieent 3R
gfasrett & forg ufaeuyt onr 28 8, T TReRT A 0rifde Iueur & wu # "y Fifdn" & otk 3@ fhar g1

gTelifch, SMYfAehar 3R "demmafafcrdl” et uefia e & I H, hd YRR R uifeierrsil A Gen ged= g |TNT 3UATS
& "dcthl Uge” | "31Ts @iq [t ot A" ufasEl 1 TAR— fAee weier o ufafSd 1977 "o &g gaars” srfrar oy dieft
Tohel g—UTHTIOG 'w-AfchT' & forg gan TR T UXgd dedT g1 STdfch S-ahT IgT ANTRS TR bl FGAT &A1 8, & TH
TSI SRR 3 T8 Tikepidieh 1R QfgTRich fafrediatt ol genet & fathet T8 € St WA & fafder gt chal et aRITNG avedt
€1 Ig g1 39 Ughd a1 ufafAfda st g fY " Srervuniaeh g<iaRRun” gl STT Tehdl &, STal e RITHIT SR chl hiAd 0R
A uchenl & Faret e &l

g JATd UTHA LT8R Ioo, He U H 9ag WE FY J Q&7 SI1dT & | e Ioui, STt Ui 31l HgTS-Ug hl ISTYTHT @T
8, & urg Heo-fafe wredsien ohell o Gon Tg "HUTcTeh ATl e 8—sit FgE# Y= 3R diferard & anfgfe faraa #
fAfgd —ftR it 387 AThIRRYT & gaTa & 3t geA o AU &1 a1 o Ut 3R THg & fohR &l fatwarait aret ges wmm=g "amd
a Isoi" UfAsTH Al AT, T8 & 9-3MTag fiTieT 31R 3Heh! 5,000 Arel QR fORTAd & A1y Gen TE g3 fadwifa a1 hear 81

g MY U3 39 faRIeTsTE ht ST o folg Ssoi- ol Yeh Agcayul TATRITe o %0 H IUANT hedT ¢ | QMR i e, HeH-3memRd
chell ehl eT-TT I8eh W o Jdg!, T g&I&dl ¥ ahd §U, 39 31T &l I8 &

1) YR g FifST F "TAhl uige" geT T TTTh0T BT,

2) "3TS 79 Isui" S STRUTHD TS i ATetfties fatherar ot fasawor e, ok

3) URf R UgA ohl d¢Tal 3 H ikhfdeh U I MUTRT ATdsiHeh hefl chl UHTEhRTRAT Sl Hedich Tl
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2. Aifgcy aiam: ww Fifs 6 Sgifae Hia

Iould o gfRRIvT 3R AT Hisel & & & 3faR @l A & Iy, 39 31 ol Wftd "« sifén' Rigia # smaryd
AT TG g

2.1. M &I 3T IR

" SIS chad fATu= & S7erT §; I8 31U+ i ardreRvl, agR SR TaR & TREUT & J1ead O fohd @I 6 ufast
I Jae g1 ShaRifeord (Kavaratzis, 2009) @l ddh g foh fohelt 218R a1 wiifaes uRga gar miufies 99R 9et & =0 § & avxdr
&1 SHfeIY, TTSI-Ich hell chad TSTae! el &; Ig Udh "SI eauiac” § Sit STNieh hl 2TEx o ool ol Tchd &dl & | 5Td T AT
"3 A" GIgAel IUATd g, dt d SifHarf T I 3ifgdia ugar &l shHt ol UORU aR @ 8ld &, 3R Tdh JIR 9ufd & ®9 |
UfRga el IUTNT e | fathel 3gd 1

2.2. §is g SR ygd

r(Simon Anholt, 2006) <1 "fI& siig A" &g gHTaRfiedT ol AU & g Tep ASTd &l UaH &t 8, oad o8
ST M &: FUIRIG, @77, &Ha], God, FNT, FiK qargeny | wHdt st & forg g9 smammt J fR%ar &t siasgehd gidt |
U foRmaa a8 & foig, " (Wi uge]) ok "ueq" (gt Siangiedt/Siiddadr) st s8ch! Jel Ugd o 91y o1 91igy|
3gIee (2010) ST AdTaHT &d & foh "sIis SfA" chad @ o ATe0H T g1 TGt ST Jehell; 39 "SI UgaH " —TIH i ardidehdl—
ot ufafafaa @=ar anfgul

2.3. Tdea it gf® ofik umAforaRar

3 (Urry, 1990) <t "g&iceh gfR" &t SraerRuT adTe & foh 3imigen U el chl del1N hid & St Tided chl Ifch BRe] aTdTaRul
Y 37T hed 8| Aethl UTEE hT HIHIHUT Teh "shiHch TohddT" SHTdT &, STel Ha8 J - ol 3T¥d SR H g1 § A3 ®U &
AL 1 ST 81 9 fAuia, umATOies Sgwa I =Sl @ U gid & St fohdt ®I= &t sifgcdtar srd §—33ent sfagm, My
3R g1 37 REIAT Dl T A dTelt Aotk dhell "IHITEh R Pl FlAuTseh st 8, o Tfee e & sfag™
I 3G T F IUHNT o Gehd g |

3. SIAUUTTelt
g ST A FifST & AdSIf+Ieh el chl AT BT UdT T oh folg fswor i TS sehrsal o 1Y Teh TUNTH, Tehdl-
Y I ISl SUATT g

o HhY TY: Isoi ! UTAHh HY LT & ¥U | hdel 39 QAeTRich da & oy I8! I 74T T, dfesh 39ty ik a8
Qeh AHfGAT "UTepfaen TANT" Ud el 8| TR # Iea-fA8T areft Urdifiies &l (S8, Fggay7qfdeen) 3R st aredt
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T el (S, "3TE 7d Joor" TTe) 1 HSle &, S Teh &) Fikepfaren it & ofier & et srife orffoat &
TA&T JelTcHeh Jedich I ST &t 81

5ol | Ui dxaT

oy

ool # Sife gwioem

=il

UJJAIN

o T

Iooe TR A & gty Ahl utEe, Ssoi

o 32 HUE: &F IIUM H Iooi oh YT ATdui-ech T T Teh 3T HTSe AMAA AUT| I WM, ARSI 99 €8 3R
forar mam
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o g It FAsAYOT: 37z A Yok JeiTcdh TElfOTeh fasawoT et SUANT fohd| " 31TE &1d Isoi " UfAST ol fasaiwoT sdch
ST ¢Ied (SIS <t IuThT, T8 o UST SI¥ AT Uddten) o forg fohar mma, Stafes formad ufasTi o fasator e sfagra
3R gifgd & ufa 39 wurces AT & forg fohar mam)

4. GRUTH: IS HT HATHS TS ST

&3 AT T UdT IeidT & foh Isoi o FTdsi-ich chell XA chadl Toliad! gl 8, sfech Yeh Tehsle "hUTcH gfAard gid”
th U H BRI hd & STt U Y UgTH Y JeORAdT ahd g fa=ewor ar mafie fawmrag daxi 6t ugae ordr g SS9k areny @
MER & §iS oht TWE fohar ST 81

4.1. U4 R UEHE & ©Y U TTYA AT&IOrchdr

&Y 51fe o1 ugelt TauUige ISt e7d W 8| WRT URTHHA chal o AfAE Aehiend syfAehararal aidt & faudid, W a1
@ Geh URUR fig AfeR hl RITU {TST &l Aehel hidl 81 3gle o "®IH" AT & He H, Ig FEeme Ueh annerfores urgm
& ®U H 1 T 8; T§ ANIgeh oh A R A TA A § Ut 8l e ohl Wrdfies fasivar—smeanfdierdi—arr ehd &1 8|
iepfaeh e & Ty wrafare A i Tl WWT Hech, R Uh "8 Ned” & ®U § &1 oedl g, St 3igen H
YT T TeH el g 3R ST R gid HaH-fafre @R wnfiq szar g1

R 1

TR S

' .|.
! - | -
R— - | .
'''' ey 2 il 1 SO

- e Iy
R 1 AR & fAg AergR R oI ol Ye1d W HiR Y avg 8 e o man 81 ug 2rgk @bt |t AR R faran § ofk e @ ok ey argr A
el

4.2. 3¢ farrea &1 qd ufafafaa

LTeR 3rfd Bfgrien s, Aty U & gy Aerr, il Hd wu 33 & forg wiHifae wu & drdsiAe el 1 a1 33T gl
& 9 We & urd Uoh U@ UfISH FG5F Y7 hl Shed=T ohdl 8, S Soi chl UfA=IdT ol ohe ¢ | Ig UfdSH Teh TIURT ¢ftheh
TSl dt "Hid A" H 95 &dT 8, ST THhTH AR Sl FGT oh U A T SHSdT 81 5hch TeATal, Y3t oh Se[d i
& aret HfciereT T 39 AT ohl FIREIRA ST T e hed & | dfch G ATl &R IRE ATeT | chael Yok IR gidl 8, 3 Rt
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gfas™ ag RAfYd od & foh gea1 i "ueq” 2rgR & g9 # iR IufRdfa o+ 28, fiad TR-igR srafe & R off srenfades
WeHdl o SIS d1al hIaH B

R 2

o 2: IeeHYT &l ST Y qxrfar Y I ST, o

=73

iR o

R 3: IO # &7 At o IR Wy & A ol e

4.3. Ofcei¥e dudar ik Teifde sifsT

Jooi chl UgdT dshad] 9T fashATiead & TRUNYd o ATeAH I 3R 31fdeh g gidl 81 U8R IS & JH R dRar ot
ARttt ot A o fIg fAa7e e (32 <aarstt o1 Rigre) St o3 99 i it o1 IuaT dhear g1 3 Ufds™ chaa
HGieel ¥ R g; 9 Ufagie duar & a1d & ®u & &l awid 81 darer =g Sl shgli=al ahl T8 aH-a1 | 399 ¥4 4 g
A, B o STTARRT Afthy TY T w2l TUdT 3R =g & fAfgd U s ugam ol e I &1 I8 Iooi i 3= foRrd <18
Y T Rl 8, 9 chael Yeh UTfHeh che o ®U H g1, dfech AoT-Iideh TferT ht Yeh BfdgTRies e & & & tRgd ohdT 81
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=5

R 5: I & faeen fayfaeera # o faeraTfecr SiR JaTer &t ang &Y 7, ST SdTer Uil sherm aht qaifedt §
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4.4. difgH goht & w0 7 T formaa

I5oH & YT AT S T FAT T ST Tepd hfd HIfeiard & AU ST JT9 &1 RIfciary Tehd STRIGH!
el Ti—Si Fgga SR sifaarengdcrs—ant -3t sl § sraTfed &et & forg gfdarer o IugiT awedt &1 Tgaers
3R FgHER e gAY e 0T Io YEehfa deh UG hl AAlchdilNeh ST T hH T &1 T I8 ool ohi difgeh 3R dhellcHeh
TREMUT & he; & ®U A WIMUT hd §, S U9 TU § e frefanfal @ w il tdiean! ok gt @t anfe oA & fog
f&ét sife & srdiet ot eamues s &

?ﬂw

7 6. Tnd Hfa FIfcare & il TR smaTRa it

5. Tt T icdAwH w1 g

IS ehT HIHEAT HRATT A< TS | cadeh ST <l Hedich et oh folg Ueh Ageayul o UG &hdl 8| 9= g&aeiul &
giferar TaR & fREers 28R i urdfiien eett a1 (Gferre) wg-afder wwHifaat & e G uene a=ar g1
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5.1. SHUIHS AGAHLOT Y AT&iforen fawerar

STeIfch Iooi i HUTHR HfcTohell HtheldTdddh TEX i ITeh! "BfdgTichd” & @nfid sl 8, TR e sraiera & gep 9=
fastear aren ag ufasm adta a1 Iwrekfesdta Tideat i gea |TT i Tehel hdT g1 ISui oh Y-3MTeg WiMiel 3R Ui+ fAfda
TTATERYT T 3@ d §Y, T8 SHOR! Ueh aATeiioreh fAeiTfay e shedlt 8—dhdah (TS T U 3msehd) ofR Thfad (ferRies rex) &
o Teh disconnect | g AT g fESTg & "I &l SiTeltadT o 1y W& gt €; Teh dihd 3T 2T ohl ST,
ufas™ urdfiies sert gr1 Afia sifgdia s sfrdt o) ek sear 81

R 7

R 7: Ssoi RgfAfue Siffthg o U o @9 [ 9] St

=8

i | 277 sreiaenm, e "HIE AT A AT

"HIE CH HETET H A wedH O
FTNRT & HHAET ST g d AT
VfFgIRT HIT FHIAT Fgriaa F aaa &
FH 9F S 3

Fie #fee: ferersT

S IS, HART F HFRIT & FART A &
TTH TIRT" 7 FEeierer], (= smar
IS 3N BT 33T & S FERTE &
T ST #

g FT FAUT & [T aiEr REcAeT GAHT
7w & S e @ S e F AT
UF G TIE & FE © IRT a HK
ATl & forE & AR fewa §1

| S Ny F BRwr S @ T A soe

iy FARTer FT gEaATeT Far aar #

R 8: gt FifS o1 ' AhSeeTgeINA' | Toh faS]aret g St SeT-STeRT VR {183 # Sethl Uiged & SRaAfea A=R ot it 8, o afiehet spmer

7 39T W ST & el e mar gl
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5.2. Aiemg! fagsa ok wnfae sifeks

g faanfa @ w, "Yeth! ufde” ugf i fasivar sriwfea shraf-aae g, STt S/eRR Tehichd Y sif xomiifar o aomg sifd-
I It ufaegaf gRT Hearferd gidt 81 39 9T ol Uch TE IATE0T a8 o arex H fAarsht ureh & &&1 a1 g1 i+ el
ST TRUTfcTehT dTST chl HIAT IR fed Ueh U@ ATdSi+eh ©ITH o &Y H, UTch & Teh GUR o el oIl S-Sl " 3778 o1 [Rrarsi!
UTeh" UfasH 8, [9=H & Ucch ahl STeT-37elT d18 TRAdH] gRT Wda %0 9 A1 fohar 71 g | a8 wifeh sifdver T sregaen
0T edT g 3R iSHTeh I UgAT ohl HASIR Shedl g | Yeh faeretor, Ufaf8d Arehe o SSiry St R hl Tehlehd el & (S Sooi
& U Tgg#e7ufas™ &dl §), T Q18 i TRIGR Teh Wisd M TR 3l Hohd ot & |

5.3. UTHTOIchdT STH HT-hIchuT

JeTHeh fasctwor gg agrfar & foh Heoi-fafre srer =y argast &Y gomn # T8 "I @a” &l dgrar &t g1 i fh
FHeRTfcord (2009) T dch 8, U FA& srifs wria uRgea & fafredr w ARk et 81 35 &t gggae7 iR arfaeragfaa
R-ufdpfa §; d =T 37ef FareT U= T ¥ UTd el ¢ 1 39k f[Audid, =g "3 o Ufas™ RU1faeh U 9 M6 6,
qdeeh AR, STt AT daT # Top GAT TAAT I U X hdT 8, ST hddl U1 H {947 g1 AdtoiaH, Siafch AT Hohd Teh
&1fOreh Thiet STaeR U & Uehdl 8, T8 "UTHIOIG gf®" (Urry, 2002) ht gfAems e a9 # fathet gar & fot smyfies aiepfaes
qdeeh a18d 8l

5.4. Tt Fifém & farg fAfgard

gfRehiuT &Y ST Bldl & | ST URIfOIeh herait l afafeiferd s areft e & Faer (S i Isoi &t ffdy At # dr
AT §) UHTE & Y MR I "IGIATH Uga" oht WO T 8§ SR AT 7R i Sgrar &dT §1 59k faudta, ufget ofca
TS STt & STaTHT T8t URGT ot Jo -TaT 81

6. fAsehef

Isui, ford BfagTRics ®U & YR i UeTH HeaTg @1 3R UTHH AfYes T53 o STYR o &0 J A1=Iar U1 8, $Yfes wRda
LTeR sifs & fAfga amat & e ues gmigs omesl & U & & drdl 81 39 31emd A "Thl Uige" HeHT dhi STTelia-Tcdeh Siid
Y 8, Tg dch &d gy foh "3 1@ [ et 4] " iu <ht foreT -THSt Fehel T30 AT | ehet T Y fathetdT a1 ufafAfera s
gl

I H 3@ T E5— FHEHY hl T, hUT-Harferd gfaal 3R Tds!, AUt "3S od IJooi-" Fg-el o dra—
STYfARIAUT et fARTET TRET0T & ATy Hferd et o YR T3} o AT oy okl gerfdr 8
ey &1 frseef ¢ fo:
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1) TTHTA Hell UgAT Sl AR HAT B Alchichd dothl UTScH I UHR, ST foh 8RGR & Hars deh o g3 | &1 T
€, Uch "ehilch Uengdl" H ORTeE <dT & STt foRTad weti & sifgata ufaegeff & ot @ o ST 8
2) G o1 8 (Context is King): TTdSiAeh hedT Ueh U s caurge & €U & quft i ot @ 519 a8 "=y Sig-g”
H TgRT8 @ (e 811 ISol chl Atheldl SR AU (WTfged, Sfigr) ol 7 i ardl s (fcai, aregener) # srgare s
&t erar H fAfga 81
3) fifar srgaiaT: et =i et (ULBs) i dgef Hiadiensor & geans Wi "R wiaafhn” &t iR Je- amfgul
3o folq T HiforTd @i Y stra=aehdT @ STt AThIgd fachdTsil o Io W hRIRT 3R sfdgraeRt ot e e
AR ) ey
3fdd:, VR T FifST a1 Wfasy AT a1 TRedH i gerell Tovel - | T8l 8, Jfech QA SR i fafredmst ot
AT # g1 IsoH i Ui 218 & forg, Tes wirft afges afa o1 anf are & de & mitha & =g, afes adht 5,000 A1er R
farTaa i urTfores sifereafea & grar Smar 81
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