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ABSTRACT 
The relationship between India and China is one of the most crucial bilateral ties in Asia, 
marked by both deep historical rivalries and sufficient cooperation. While the two 
nations share the world’s largest population and significant geopolitical influence, their 
relations are often strained by territorial disputes, competition for regional leadership, 
and divergent political ideologies. Despite these challenges, India and China continue to 
engage in economic cooperation and dialogues aimed at maintaining stability in the 
region. This paper explores the key aspects of India-China relations, analyzing the 
sources of conflict, their historical and contemporary dimensions, and the avenues for 
cooperation that have emerged in recent years. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
India and China, as two of the largest and most populous countries in the world, have a complex relationship that is 

shaped by a mixture of conflict and cooperation. Historically, the bilateral ties between the two nations were influenced 
by factors such as colonial legacies, border disputes, and ideological differences. In recent decades, both countries have 
increasingly been engaged in economic exchanges, regional security concerns, and international diplomacy. However, 
the India-China relationship remains volatile due to their long-standing border dispute, strategic competition, and 
contrasting political systems. 

The purpose of this paper is to critically examine the dynamics of conflict and cooperation between India and China. 
The paper delves into the history of their relationship, the main sources of conflict, the channels through which 
cooperation is sought, and the broader implications of their interactions for regional and global security. 
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2. HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
Early Relations: India and China share a long history of cultural and trade exchanges, with evidence of diplomatic 

interactions dating back to ancient times. The most significant early interactions were through the Silk Road, which 
facilitated the exchange of goods, knowledge, and culture, including the spread of Buddhism from India to China. 

However, the modern history of India-China relations was significantly changed during the 19th and 20th centuries 
due to the impact of colonialism, nationalist movements, and the geopolitics of the Cold War. 

The Border Dispute: The most important source of conflict between India and China has been their unresolved 
border dispute, which was deepen after both countries gained independence in the mid-20th century. The dispute 
centers on two main regions: the Aksai Chin area in the western sector, which India claims as part of Jammu and Kashmir, 
and the Arunachal Pradesh region in the eastern sector, which China claims as part of Tibet. 

The 1962 Sino-Indian War was a direct outcome of these territorial disputes. Although the war ended in a Chinese 
victory and a ceasefire, the border issue remains a significant point of contention in bilateral relations. Several rounds of 
negotiations and confidence-building measures have been attempted to resolve the dispute, but the issue remains 
unresolved. 

The Role of Tibet: Tibet has also been a controversial issue in India-China relations. After the Dalai Lama fled to 
India in 1959 following a failed uprising against Chinese rule, China accused India of protecting separatists. India, on the 
other hand, continues to offer asylum to the Dalai Lama and Tibetan refugees, which has led to repeated tensions with 
China. Despite this, India has maintained that it adheres to the "One China" policy, recognizing Tibet as part of China, 
though it continues to advocate for the rights of Tibetans. 
 
3. SOURCES OF CONFLICT 

Border Disputes: The core of India-China conflict lies in the border dispute. Both countries have made attempts to 
address the issue through bilateral talks, such as the Special Representatives' Dialogue on the Boundary Question, which 
started in 2003. However, progress has been slow due to the complexity of the issue and the strategic importance of the 
disputed regions. The Doklam standoff of 2017 and frequent skirmishes along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) have 
heightened tensions and demonstrated the fragility of peace between the two. 

Strategic Rivalry: India and China are also competing for regional and global influence. China's Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) has been viewed with suspicion by India, especially the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) that 
runs through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. India has declined to participate in the BRI, arguing that it violates its 
sovereignty. 

Furthermore, China’s growing military presence in the Indian Ocean and its increasing ties with India’s neighbors, 
such as Sri Lanka, Nepal, and Bangladesh, have been seen as efforts to encircle India strategically. 

Economic Competition and Trade Imbalances: Although both India and China have seen rapid economic growth 
in recent decades, their economic relationship is filled with asymmetries. China is India's largest trading partner, but the 
trade balance is heavily tilted in China's favor, leading to concerns in India over its reliance on Chinese imports, 
particularly in the technology and manufacturing sectors. India’s trade deficit with China remains a important issue in 
bilateral relations. 

Additionally, India’s growing technological and industrial capabilities are increasingly seen as a challenge to China’s 
dominance in Asia. China, in turn, views India’s rise as an obstacle to its vision of regional hegemony. 

Geopolitical Alignments: India and China have different geopolitical alignments that often place them in opposing 
camps on the global stage. India is part of the Quad (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) alongside the United States, Japan, 
and Australia, which seeks to counter China’s growing influence in the Indo-Pacific region. Meanwhile, China is an active 
member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and has cultivated close ties with Pakistan, India’s rival. 

 
4. AREAS OF COOPERATION 

Despite the deep-seated tensions, there are significant areas where India and China have cooperated in recent years. 
Economic Cooperation:  The economic relationship between India and China has flourished in recent decades. 

Trade between the two countries has surged, with China becoming one of India’s largest trading partners. Bilateral trade 
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has facilitated economic growth in both countries, despite the growing trade deficit for India. The two countries have 
also collaborated in multilateral platforms like the World Trade Organization (WTO) to address global trade issues. 

Environmental Cooperation: China and India, as two of the world’s largest emitters of greenhouse gases, have 
cooperated on climate change issues. Both nations have made commitments under the Paris Agreement to reduce carbon 
emissions and invest in renewable energy. The joint efforts of India and China in addressing global environmental 
challenges have been recognized, though there is still room for further collaboration in this area. 

Regional Security: India and China have engaged in cooperation on regional security matters, especially in the 
context of multilateral organizations such as the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) and the SCO. Both 
countries have also sought to manage tensions over Afghanistan and its post-2021 situation, given their shared interest 
in ensuring stability in the region. 

People-to-People Exchanges: Cultural exchanges and people-to-people ties have been vital to promoting 
understanding and cooperation between the two nations. Educational exchanges, tourism, and initiatives like the India-
China Forum have helped reduce animosity and foster mutual respect. 

 
5. CONCLUSION 

The relationship between India and China is one of contrasts—marked by both significant conflicts and 
opportunities for cooperation. While the two countries continue to involved with historical territorial disputes, the 
potential for economic collaboration and joint leadership in global affairs offers a promising path forward. As both 
countries evolve in a changing global landscape, their ability to manage conflict while enhancing cooperation will be 
critical not only for their bilateral relations but also for regional and global stability. 

The future of India-China relations will depend on their ability to address long-standing issues such as border 
disputes and geopolitical competition, while also capitalizing on areas of cooperation such as trade, environmental 
challenges, and regional security. The complex interplay of these factors will define the path of this important 
relationship in the coming decades.  

  
CONFLICT OF INTERESTS  

None.   
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
None. 
 

REFERENCES 
Jha, S. (2019). India-China Relations: The Border Dispute and the Future of Cooperation. Springer Publisher, New Delhi. 
Acharya, A. (2018). India and China: The Post-Cold War Era. Oxford University Press. 
Ganguly, S., & Raghavan, V. (2020). Conflict and Cooperation: India and China in the 21st Century. Routledge Publishers, 

Delhi. 
Kapur, S. (2021). Geopolitics of India-China Relations: Strategies for the Future. Cambridge University Press. 
Pant, H. V. (2015). China Ascendant: Its Rise and Implication, Harper Collinss Publishers, India. 
India-China Relations: Challenges and Opportunities, (2023) Economic and Political Weekly, 58(29), 12-14. 
Hu, X. (2020). "China’s Belt and Road Initiative and India’s Strategic Calculus." Asian Journal of Comparative Politics, 6(2), 

153-165. 
Sharma, R. (2017). The India-China Border Conflict: History and Implications. Journal of International Relations, 29(1), 

72-89. Kumar, Satish, (2016) India China Major Dispute, Indu Pakashak, New Delhi. 
Sikri, Rajiv, (2017) Bharat ki Videshneeti, Sage publisher, New Delhi. 
Phadiya, b.l.,(2014), International Politics, Sahitya Bhawan Publisher, Agra, India. 
Gupta, K.R. (2018)  India china relations, Atlantikparkashan, New Delhi. 
Yadav. R.S. (2013) Bharat ki Videshneeti, Pearsan Publisher, New Delhi. 
The China-India Border Dispute: Origins and Prospects for Resolution." Asian Survey, vol. 46, 2006. 

https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314


India and China: Conflict and Cooperation 
 

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 1436 
 

Ganguly, Sumit, (2001) Conflict Unending: India-Pakistan Tensions Since 1947, Oxford University Press. 
Bruno, Macaes, (2019) Belt and Road : A Chinese World Order, Penguin Viking Publishers, London. 
Pant, V. Harsh, (2019) Indian Foreign Policy: An Overview, Orient Blackswan Publishers, Hyderabad. 
Kapur, Ashok, (2017) Modi’s Foreign Policy, Sage Publishers, New Delhi. 
https://www.business-standard-com/article/news-ani-an-afghan-5-view-of-indi-pakistan--afganistan-relations. 
 https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/regional-international/brief/belt-and-road-inititative. 

https://diplomatist.com/2020/05/28/addressing-indias-concern-over-the-obor. 
 https://www.orfline.org/research/india-challenges-china-intentions-one-belt-one-road-   initiative. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314
https://dx.doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v5.i1.2024.4314

	India and China: Conflict and Cooperation
	Dr. Mamta Devi 1, Manu Kumar 2
	1 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, M.D. University, Rohtak (Haryana)
	2 Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, M.D. University, Rohtak (Haryana)


	1. INTRODUCTION
	2. Historical Context
	3. Sources of Conflict
	4. Areas of Cooperation
	5. Conclusion
	CONFLICT OF INTERESTS
	ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
	REFERENCES
	Jha, S. (2019). India-China Relations: The Border Dispute and the Future of Cooperation. Springer Publisher, New Delhi.
	Acharya, A. (2018). India and China: The Post-Cold War Era. Oxford University Press.
	Ganguly, S., & Raghavan, V. (2020). Conflict and Cooperation: India and China in the 21st Century. Routledge Publishers, Delhi.
	Kapur, S. (2021). Geopolitics of India-China Relations: Strategies for the Future. Cambridge University Press.
	Pant, H. V. (2015). China Ascendant: Its Rise and Implication, Harper Collinss Publishers, India.
	India-China Relations: Challenges and Opportunities, (2023) Economic and Political Weekly, 58(29), 12-14.
	Hu, X. (2020). "China’s Belt and Road Initiative and India’s Strategic Calculus." Asian Journal of Comparative Politics, 6(2), 153-165.
	Sharma, R. (2017). The India-China Border Conflict: History and Implications. Journal of International Relations, 29(1), 72-89. Kumar, Satish, (2016) India China Major Dispute, Indu Pakashak, New Delhi.
	Sikri, Rajiv, (2017) Bharat ki Videshneeti, Sage publisher, New Delhi.
	Phadiya, b.l.,(2014), International Politics, Sahitya Bhawan Publisher, Agra, India.
	Gupta, K.R. (2018)  India china relations, Atlantikparkashan, New Delhi.
	Yadav. R.S. (2013) Bharat ki Videshneeti, Pearsan Publisher, New Delhi.
	The China-India Border Dispute: Origins and Prospects for Resolution." Asian Survey, vol. 46, 2006.
	Ganguly, Sumit, (2001) Conflict Unending: India-Pakistan Tensions Since 1947, Oxford University Press.
	Bruno, Macaes, (2019) Belt and Road : A Chinese World Order, Penguin Viking Publishers, London.
	Pant, V. Harsh, (2019) Indian Foreign Policy: An Overview, Orient Blackswan Publishers, Hyderabad.
	Kapur, Ashok, (2017) Modi’s Foreign Policy, Sage Publishers, New Delhi.
	https://www.business-standard-com/article/news-ani-an-afghan-5-view-of-indi-pakistan--afganistan-relations.
	https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/regional-international/brief/belt-and-road-inititative. https://diplomatist.com/2020/05/28/addressing-indias-concern-over-the-obor.
	https://www.orfline.org/research/india-challenges-china-intentions-one-belt-one-road-   initiative.


