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ABSTRACT 
This paper reviews the critical role of renewable energy in addressing climate change, 
examining how alternative energy sources like solar, wind, hydro, and bioenergy 
contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. As global carbon emissions reach 
unprecedented levels, renewable energy technologies have emerged as viable solutions 
to mitigate environmental impacts while fostering sustainable development. By replacing 
fossil fuels, renewable energy sources not only reduce carbon emissions but also 
minimize air pollution, decrease dependency on non-renewable resources, and promote 
energy security. This study highlights recent advancements in renewable technologies, 
including cost reductions, improved efficiency, and enhanced scalability, which have 
accelerated their adoption globally. It also addresses the challenges associated with 
renewable energy deployment, such as intermittent supply, storage limitations, and high 
initial costs. Policy interventions, government incentives, and global cooperation are 
discussed as crucial elements in overcoming these barriers. Furthermore, the paper 
explores the socio-economic benefits of renewable energy, including job creation and 
economic diversification, particularly in developing regions vulnerable to climate change 
impacts. This comprehensive analysis underscores the potential of renewable energy as 
a transformative force in global climate action and calls for sustained investment, 
research, and policy alignment to achieve climate goals. The paper concludes by 
emphasizing the need for continued innovation and collaborative efforts to expand the 
renewable energy landscape, supporting a transition toward a low-carbon future and 
resilient ecosystems. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The pressing issue of climate change has intensified the global search for sustainable solutions to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and minimize environmental degradation. Renewable energy has emerged as a key player in addressing these 
challenges, offering a cleaner and more sustainable alternative to fossil fuels. Unlike conventional energy sources, 
renewable energy—including solar, wind, hydro, and biomass—relies on naturally replenishing resources that generate 
minimal carbon emissions. The adoption of renewable energy technologies has the potential to significantly reduce 
global reliance on fossil fuels, thereby contributing to a reduction in carbon dioxide (CO₂) and other harmful pollutants 
responsible for global warming. 
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This paper explores the role of renewable energy in climate change mitigation, analyzing the effectiveness, limitations, 
and long-term impact of various renewable energy sources. By examining case studies, current policies, and 
technological advancements, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how renewable energy can 
be integrated into global and local strategies for sustainable development. In addition, it highlights the socioeconomic 
and environmental benefits of renewable energy adoption, such as job creation and improved air quality, which support 
broader global efforts toward a sustainable future. With climate change posing an existential threat, accelerating the 
transition to renewable energy is essential for creating resilient, low-carbon economies that can withstand the impacts 
of a changing climate. This paper thus underscores the crucial role of renewable energy in steering the world toward a 
cleaner, greener, and more sustainable future. 
 
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 
Climate change represents one of the most pressing global challenges of the 21st century, with extensive impacts on 
ecosystems, human health, and economic stability. Driven by increasing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, predominantly 
from fossil fuel consumption, the phenomenon has led to rising global temperatures, severe weather events, and 
disruption of natural habitats. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), limiting global 
warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels is essential to avoid the worst consequences of climate change, 
necessitating a significant reduction in GHG emissions. 
Renewable energy, including solar, wind, hydro, and biomass sources, has emerged as a sustainable alternative to fossil 
fuels, offering substantial potential for GHG reduction. Unlike fossil fuel-based energy, renewable sources produce little 
to no direct emissions, making them vital to decarbonizing the global energy sector. The deployment of renewable energy 
technologies has seen rapid growth over recent decades, largely driven by advancements in technology, falling costs, and 
policy incentives aimed at reducing reliance on fossil fuels. 
This study aims to provide a comprehensive review of the role renewable energy plays in mitigating climate change. It 
will examine current trends in renewable energy adoption, evaluate the impact of renewable energy on emission 
reductions, and discuss the challenges and limitations facing its broader implementation. By exploring the effectiveness 
of renewable energy solutions and identifying key factors influencing their integration, this study seeks to offer insights 
into how renewable energy can contribute to a sustainable, low-carbon future. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
The research paper titled The Role of Renewable Energy in Mitigating Climate Change is justified by the urgent global 
need to address climate change, which poses significant risks to ecosystems, human health, and economies. Traditional 
fossil fuel energy sources are primary contributors to greenhouse gas emissions, which drive global warming. As 
countries seek sustainable alternatives, renewable energy sources like solar, wind, hydro, and biomass are increasingly 
viewed as essential components in reducing carbon emissions. This paper aims to synthesize recent research findings to 
evaluate how renewable energy contributes to emissions reduction, energy security, and sustainable development. 
By reviewing existing literature, this study identifies the role of renewables in reducing environmental impact and 
highlights technological innovations and policy interventions that enhance their effectiveness. It will address the socio-
economic benefits, such as job creation and energy access in remote areas, reinforcing the relevance of renewables in a 
just and equitable energy transition. Given the accelerating pace of climate change and the commitment of various 
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nations to net-zero emissions goals, a comprehensive examination of renewable energy's role is essential. This paper 
will provide insights that inform policymakers, researchers, and industry stakeholders on implementing renewable 
energy solutions to meet climate targets effectively. 
 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  
1. To examine the current state of renewable energy sources and their contribution to global energy production, 

including wind, solar, hydro, biomass, and geothermal energy. 
2. To analyze the potential impact of renewable energy adoption on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other 

pollutants that contribute to climate change. 
3. To explore the economic, environmental, and social benefits of renewable energy technologies in comparison to fossil 

fuels, highlighting their role in sustainable development. 
4. To assess the challenges and barriers that hinder the widespread adoption of renewable energy, such as financial, 

technological, and policy-related obstacles. 
5. To review policy initiatives and government interventions at the international, national, and local levels aimed at 

promoting renewable energy usage and supporting climate action goals. 
 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
The escalating climate crisis has driven global attention toward renewable energy as a critical solution to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and combat global warming. Renewable energy sources, such as solar, wind, hydro, and 
biomass, are considered sustainable alternatives to fossil fuels, which are among the primary contributors to carbon 
dioxide (CO₂) emissions (International Renewable Energy Agency [IRENA], 2020). Studies have shown that renewable 
energy not only lowers GHG emissions but also contributes to energy security, economic development, and job creation, 
making it a cornerstone for sustainable development (IPCC, 2018) 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION REDUCTION: 
One of the primary ways renewable energy mitigates climate change is by reducing GHG emissions from the energy 
sector, which is responsible for approximately 75% of global CO₂ emissions (World Resources Institute, 2019). Solar and 
wind energy, in particular, have seen significant advancements, making them more cost-effective and efficient. Jacobson 
et al. (2017) demonstrate that transitioning to a fully renewable energy system could lead to an 80-90% reduction in 
GHG emissions by 2050, primarily by replacing fossil fuels with wind, solar, and hydroelectric power. 
 
ECONOMIC AND POLICY SUPPORT FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY: 
Policy frameworks play a critical role in accelerating the adoption of renewable energy. Subsidies, tax incentives, and 
supportive regulations have contributed to a rapid increase in renewable energy deployment in various countries 
(REN21, 2022). For instance, the European Union’s Green Deal aims to achieve climate neutrality by 2050, largely 
through investment in renewable energy and sustainable practices (European Commission, 2020). National and 
international policies also encourage investment in clean technologies, which is crucial for transitioning from high-
carbon energy sources to renewables (IRENA, 2020). 
 
TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS AND GRID INTEGRATION: 
Technological advancements have addressed some of the main challenges of renewable energy, including intermittency 
and grid integration. Innovations such as battery storage, smart grids, and energy management systems have improved 
the reliability and flexibility of renewable energy systems (Sovacool et al., 2020). Battery storage, for example, allows 
surplus energy generated by solar and wind to be stored and used during periods of low generation, enhancing grid 
stability (Luo et al., 2015). Research indicates that smart grid technology can help manage fluctuating energy demands 
and supply, facilitating greater integration of renewables into existing grids (Ellabban & Abu-Rub, 2016). 
 
SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS OF RENEWABLE ENERGY DEPLOYMENT: 
The deployment of renewable energy has broad socioeconomic implications, especially in terms of job creation and 
economic growth. According to IRENA (2020), the renewable energy sector employed over 11 million people globally, 
with job growth projected to increase as more nations adopt renewable sources. Renewable energy projects often bring 
economic benefits to rural and underserved regions, which contributes to social equity and sustainable development 

https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/index.php/ShodhKosh


The Role of Renewable Energy in Mitigating Climate Change 

ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts 1018 
 

(Bhattacharya et al., 2016). However, while renewable energy offers numerous benefits, transitioning from fossil fuels 
may also lead to job losses in traditional energy sectors, underscoring the need for a just transition that considers social 
impacts (Newell & Mulvaney, 2013). 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY’S ROLE IN GLOBAL ENERGY TRANSITION: 
The global energy transition requires substantial investments in renewable energy infrastructure, estimated to reach 
approximately $131 trillion by 2050 (IRENA, 2021). Renewable energy is essential for achieving the targets outlined in 
the Paris Agreement, which aims to limit global warming to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels (UNFCCC, 2015). 
Studies indicate that countries investing in renewable energy are more likely to meet their climate goals compared to 
those relying on fossil fuel-based energy (Climate Action Tracker, 2022). 

 
Source: ScienceDirect.com 

The literature underscores the importance of renewable energy in mitigating climate change through GHG reduction, 
technological innovations, and supportive policies. Renewable energy not only contributes to climate goals but also 
supports economic growth, energy security, and social equity. However, the transition to a low-carbon economy requires 
global cooperation, substantial investments, and a comprehensive approach that addresses both environmental and 
socioeconomic challenges. 
 

3. MATERIAL AND METHODOLOGY 
RESEARCH DESIGN 
The research employs a systematic review approach to analyze and synthesize existing literature on renewable energy’s 
role in climate change mitigation. The design involves collecting, reviewing, and categorizing various scholarly articles, 
government reports, and industry publications relevant to renewable energy technologies, policies, and environmental 
impacts. This approach enables a comprehensive analysis of the effectiveness of renewable energy sources, such as solar, 
wind, geothermal, and hydroelectric power, in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. By focusing on a diverse range of 
studies, the review aims to highlight current trends, technological advancements, challenges, and policy 
recommendations within the field. 
DATA COLLECTION METHODS 
Data was gathered through an extensive search of academic databases, including Scopus, IEEE Xplore, Google Scholar, 
and ScienceDirect. Relevant keywords such as "renewable energy," "climate change mitigation," "carbon emissions 
reduction," "sustainable energy," and "renewable energy policy" were used to filter studies pertinent to the topic. The 
time frame was limited to publications from the last 10 years to ensure the relevance and currency of the data. This 
timeframe captures the rapid advancements in renewable energy technologies and policy shifts towards climate 
resilience. Each study was reviewed to extract qualitative and quantitative data on the effectiveness, challenges, and 
scalability of renewable energy sources in mitigating climate change impacts. 
INCLUSION AND EXCLUSION CRITERIA: 
INCLUSION CRITERIA: 
1. Peer-reviewed journal articles, government reports, and industry studies published in the last 10 years. 
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2. Publications in English to ensure consistency in data interpretation. 
3. Studies specifically focusing on renewable energy sources (e.g., solar, wind, biomass, geothermal, hydroelectric) and 

their contributions to climate change mitigation. 
4. Research papers discussing the impact of renewable energy on greenhouse gas reduction and environmental 

sustainability. 
EXCLUSION CRITERIA 
1. Publications older than 10 years, unless they provide foundational insights into renewable energy technologies. 
2. Non-peer-reviewed articles, opinion pieces, or general media reports. 
3. Studies that focus solely on fossil fuels or non-renewable energy sources. 
4. Papers that lack clear empirical data or case studies relevant to climate change mitigation. 
ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Given the nature of a systematic review, ethical concerns are primarily related to ensuring the accuracy and authenticity 
of data sources and proper citation practices to avoid plagiarism. Care was taken to only use reputable and verified 
sources, ensuring that all findings are accurately represented. Additionally, the research upholds transparency and 
integrity by avoiding any conflicts of interest and giving due credit to all original authors and publications included in 
the review. 
 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The study reveals that renewable energy sources play a crucial role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, a primary 
driver of climate change. Key findings highlight that renewable energy technologies such as solar, wind, hydro, and 
bioenergy significantly contribute to decreasing the global carbon footprint by replacing fossil fuel-based energy 
production. Solar and wind energy, in particular, have become economically viable and scalable options, providing clean 
electricity with minimal environmental impact. 
Renewable energy also supports energy security and enhances economic stability by reducing reliance on finite fossil 
fuel resources. The study underscores the importance of policy frameworks and financial incentives in accelerating the 
transition to renewable sources. Governments that adopt favorable policies, such as tax credits and subsidies, facilitate 
renewable energy adoption, driving down costs and encouraging investment. 
Moreover, the findings emphasize that advancements in storage technologies, such as battery and grid storage, are 
essential for addressing the intermittency issues associated with renewables like solar and wind. Enhanced storage 
solutions ensure a stable energy supply, even during periods of low production. 
Finally, the study finds that international cooperation and commitment to renewable energy targets, as outlined in global 
agreements like the Paris Accord, are essential for amplifying renewable energy adoption worldwide. Achieving these 
targets could substantially slow global warming trends, supporting the goal of maintaining global temperature increases 
below 1.5°C. 
 

5. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
While this study provides a comprehensive review of renewable energy's role in climate change mitigation, several 
limitations should be acknowledged. First, the analysis primarily relies on secondary sources, including journal articles, 
reports, and policy documents, which may vary in recency and regional relevance. This reliance on existing literature 
means that findings are subject to the quality and limitations of the reviewed sources, which might omit emerging data 
or advancements. 
Second, the study emphasizes general trends in renewable energy adoption and its environmental impacts rather than 
focusing on detailed, country-specific cases. This broader scope may overlook unique challenges or solutions that 
individual nations or regions face, potentially limiting the applicability of conclusions to specific geopolitical contexts. 
Additionally, as technology and policies rapidly evolve, the analysis might not fully capture the latest advancements, 
especially in areas like energy storage, grid integration, and decentralized energy systems. 
Finally, although the study highlights economic and social barriers to renewable energy adoption, it does not delve 
deeply into the complex financial structures and market mechanisms that can influence renewable energy scalability. 
Future research could benefit from empirical studies that address these specific gaps and provide data-driven insights 
on overcoming the economic and infrastructural challenges of renewable energy deployment. 
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6. FUTURE SCOPE 

The future scope of the research on "The Role of Renewable Energy in Mitigating Climate Change" is multifaceted and 
encompasses several critical areas that warrant further exploration and development. As global efforts intensify to 
combat climate change, renewable energy technologies and their integration into energy systems will play a pivotal role. 
Here are some key directions for future research and implementation: 
1. TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS: Continued innovation in renewable energy technologies—such as 

solar, wind, hydroelectric, and geothermal—will enhance efficiency and reduce costs. Future research should focus 
on developing advanced materials and methods that improve energy conversion rates and storage solutions, 
including batteries and hydrogen fuel cells. 

2. INTEGRATION WITH SMART GRIDS: The integration of renewable energy sources with smart grid 
technologies offers significant potential for optimizing energy distribution and consumption. Future studies should 
investigate how smart grids can facilitate better management of intermittent energy sources and improve grid 
resilience. 

3. POLICY FRAMEWORKS AND ECONOMIC INCENTIVES: Evaluating and refining policy frameworks that 
promote renewable energy adoption is essential. Future research should analyze the effectiveness of various 
incentive structures, subsidies, and regulatory measures to encourage investment in renewable energy projects and 
assess their impact on reducing carbon emissions. 

4. COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT: Understanding the social dimensions of renewable 
energy deployment is crucial for successful implementation. Future studies should explore community engagement 
strategies, public perception, and the role of stakeholders in decision-making processes to foster acceptance and 
support for renewable initiatives. 

5. CROSS-SECTORAL APPLICATIONS: Renewable energy has the potential to influence various sectors beyond 
electricity generation, including transportation, agriculture, and industry. Research should explore innovative 
applications of renewable energy in these sectors to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions and enhance 
sustainability. 

6. CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND ADAPTATION: Future research should focus on how renewable energy can 
contribute to climate resilience and adaptation strategies. This includes assessing the role of renewable technologies 
in supporting vulnerable communities and infrastructure in the face of climate impacts. 

7. INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION: Addressing climate change through renewable energy requires global 
cooperation. Future studies should examine frameworks for international collaboration in technology transfer, 
knowledge sharing, and financing mechanisms that enable developing countries to adopt renewable energy 
solutions. 

8. LIFECYCLE ASSESSMENTS: Conducting comprehensive lifecycle assessments of renewable energy systems will 
provide insights into their environmental impact from production to disposal. Future research should focus on 
identifying and mitigating potential negative effects associated with renewable energy technologies. 
By exploring these future avenues, research can significantly contribute to advancing the role of renewable energy 
in mitigating climate change, ultimately leading to a more sustainable and resilient global energy landscape. 

 
7. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, renewable energy emerges as a pivotal solution in the global effort to mitigate climate change. This review 
has underscored the multifaceted advantages of renewable energy sources, including solar, wind, hydro, and biomass, in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and promoting environmental sustainability. The transition from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy not only diminishes our carbon footprint but also enhances energy security and creates economic 
opportunities through job creation in green technologies. 
Furthermore, the integration of renewable energy into existing energy systems is supported by advances in technology, 
policy frameworks, and public awareness, which have collectively facilitated a shift towards sustainable practices. 
Governments and stakeholders must continue to invest in renewable energy infrastructure and research to maximize its 
potential. The promotion of supportive policies, incentives, and international cooperation is essential to accelerate this 
transition, especially in developing regions where energy access remains a significant challenge. 
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Ultimately, embracing renewable energy is not merely an environmental imperative but a pathway to a sustainable 
future. By prioritizing clean energy solutions, societies can effectively combat climate change, improve public health, and 
foster a resilient economy, ensuring a balanced coexistence with our planet for generations to come. 
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